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THANK YOU!

V WINE CELEBRATION
The V Foundation Wine Celebration raised more than $12
million during a full weekend of events in the Napa Valley,
making it the #1 charity wine auction in the country,
with proceeds supporting cutting-edge immunotherapy
research. As part of their efforts, the V Foundation for
Cancer Research partnered with the Parker Institute for
Cancer Immunotherapy (PICI) to co-fund up to four Parker
Bridge Fellows grants for early career researchers. The goal
is to empower the most ambitious early career researchers to pursue their boldest ideas to
transform the immunotherapy landscape for cancer patients.

The V Foundation is truly a source of inspiration and
”generosity.
In the last two years, while we’ve continued
to deal with the pandemic, the Wine Celebration has
raised over $16 million through the generous support of
our sponsors, donors and our gala auctions. Throughout
it all, we’ve held true to Jim Valvano’s legacy to
‘never give up’ as we continue raising funds supporting
cancer research and programs. - Julie Maples

”

The weekend was hosted by Duke University Head Men’s Basketball Coach Mike “Coach K”
Krzyzewski, ESPN “SportsCenter” Anchor Sage Steele, ESPN College Basketball Analyst Jay
Bilas, and featured guest speaker CNN Commentator Paul Begala.
Since 1999, the V Foundation Wine Celebration has raised over $130 million to support the
V Foundation, game-changing research and all-star scientists to accelerate victory over
cancer and save lives.

100%

of direct donations to the V
Foundation benefit cancer research
and programs. This means every
single penny you donate supports
cancer research and not V Foundation
operating expenses, paid for by the
V Foundation’s endowment. Event
proceeds benefit cancer research
funded by the V Foundation.

$290M+

invested in cancer research

10

The V Foundation has received 10
consecutive 4-star ratings by Charity
Navigator, America’s largest evaluator
of charities. The V Foundation is in
the top 2% of charities evaluated,
and also a
GuideStar Platinum-rated charity.
®

THURSDAY

HIGHLIGHTS
n HALL OF FAME LUNCHEON
The Wine Celebration event series
opened with the Hall of Fame
Luncheon, hosted by Coach K
and distinguished vintners Chuck & Anne
McMinn, proprietors of Vineyard 29.

n HUMANITARIANS
& FOUNDERS DINNER

n RECEPTION
& PRIVATE CONCERT
The dinners were followed by an
intimate concert at Alpha Omega winery,
hosted by Proprietors Robin & Michelle
Baggett, and Jay Bilas. The evening’s
entertainment was sponsored by John
& Michele Truchard with JaM Cellars
and featured multi-platinum artist Andy
Grammer.

The Humanitarians & Founders were commemorated
at Frank Family Vineyards, hosted by 2021 Vintner
Grant Honorees Rich & Leslie Frank. The top-giving
members of the V Foundation were gifted diamond
V pins from Stephen Silver Fine Jewelry.

n DINNER WITH THE DOCS
The highlight of Thursday’s
events was the opportunity
to dine with the most brilliant
and accomplished doctors
in cancer research during Dinner with the
Docs at Far Niente. This special evening
was hosted by Proprietress Beth Nickel and featured Sage Steele and Tony
Award-Winning Artist Christian Hoff. Top oncologists and researchers
from leading cancer institutions around the country shared information and
stories relating to their field of expertise.

”We need your help. I need your help.
We need money for research.”

- Jim Valvano

Andy Grammer is personally invested
in the mission to find a cure for cancer.
In 2009, the 31-year-old Los Angeles
native was driving to a performance
when he received the heart-breaking
call that his mom had breast cancer.
Even worse:

”It was caught really late and I only had two
or three days to say goodbye.”
- Andy Grammer

The lyrics of his song “Don’t Give Up On Me” fit perfectly with those of
fighting, adversity, supporting a loved one, having belief during dark times,
and ultimately not giving up.

FRIDAY

HIGHLIGHTS
n PRESIDENTS & VINTNER GRANT HONOREES LUNCHEON
The Presidents & Vintner Grant Honorees Luncheon at Louis M. Martini
Winery was hosted by Proprietress Gina Gallo and featured special
guest speaker CNN Commentator Paul Begala. His inspirational speech
emphasized that cancer does not discriminate and he touched on the
importance of funding to help save lives, such as his father’s.

Because of research, there is a far greater chance than ever that, if
”the
doctor says, “it’s cancer,” that the next sentence will be, “There’s
a very promising new treatment. You’re going to beat this.”

- Paul Begala

David Begala never smoked, rarely drank and was a committed runner, yet was still diagnosed with mantle cell lymphoma.
He was later diagnosed with four other primary cancers: melanoma, thymic cancer, prostate cancer, and multiple myeloma.
Because of cancer treatment, he lived for 13 additional years to see his grandchildren grow.

n “ROCK THE V” PARTY
Esteemed members of the vintner community, Robin & Michelle Baggett, Cyril & Blakesley Chappellet,
Chuck McMinn and Jeff Gargiulo, joined together for a spirited BBQ cook-off, highlighted by former
President & CEO of the SF 49ers Carmen Policy. Nick Valvano & Jay Bilas provided a heartfelt “Frontline Salute” in honor
of the 20th anniversary of 9-11, the firefighters of St. Helena and Rutherford who saved the wineries and homes in wine
country, and to those in the front lines during the pandemic. Guests danced the night away to New York City musicians
Cracked Ice, and featuring Tony Award Winner Christian Hoff.

”One of the

most difficult
challenges of
my life was
fighting breast
cancer.

”

- Gina Gallo

Gina Gallo is the winemaker
for Gallo Signature Series in
Sonoma. She is the granddaughter of Julio Gallo,
founder of the largest wine
producer in the world. Gina
was diagnosed with breast
cancer while raising her
twin daughters.

SATURDAY

HIGHLIGHTS
n ANSWER FOR CANCER RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

n SONOMA EPICUREAN MARKETPLACE
Prominent members of Sonoma County poured their top-tier wines at
the Marketplace to help launch the inaugural Sonoma Epicurean event
series that will take place at the Montage Healdsburg next Spring.
For more information, visit sonomaepicurean.org.

William Nelson, M.D., Ph.D., director of
The Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive
Cancer Center at Johns Hopkins, kicked
off the virtual scientific symposium providing an overview of how immunotherapy
harnesses the power of the immune system and trains it to recognize and
eliminate cancer cells.
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Few areas of cancer research have created as much
”excitement
as deciphering ways to harness the potential
of the immune system to fight cancer.”
-Dr. Bill Nelson

Following Nelson’s keynote, Olivera Finn, Ph.D., professor of Immunology and
Surgery at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, shared more than three
decades of expertise in translational research in immunology and oncology. Lisa
H. Butterfield, Ph.D., vice president of PICI Research and Development focused on
cancer vaccines and cellular therapies, as well as immunotherapy for melanoma
and hepatocellular cancer. The final presenter, Theodore Lawrence, M.D., Ph.D.,
chair of the Department of Radiation Oncology at the University of Michigan’s
Rogel Cancer Center, discussed the intersection of
immunotherapy and radiation oncology.

SATURDAY

GALA & CORONA NIGHTCLUB
n GALA DINNER & CORONA NIGHTCLUB
The Wine Celebration “perseverance” dinner and live auction, held at Nickel & Nickel Winery,
featured the global ﬂavors of celebrity Chef Michael Mina, and the high-energy performance of
charity auctioneer John Curley.
Former winners of the Jimmy V Perseverance Award were honored for those who have inspired
us with their care-giving commitment, compassion and purpose in the fight against cancer:
2014, Taelor & Sydni Scott in honor of their father, Stuart Scott, appendiceal cancer; 2015,
Devon & Leah Still, neuroblastoma; 2016, Stacy Sager in honor of her husband, Craig Sager,
acute myeloid leukemia.
A very special video message from Jimmy V Perseverance Award Winner Leah Still, who
recently celebrated her five-year mark of being cancer free, ignited the crowd with her signature
fist bump.

”Let’s beat up cancer together! ”

-Leah Still

The highlight of this year’s event was the live auction gala held at Nickel & Nickel Winery with
dozens of incredible lots up for bid. The evening’s top lot thrilled attendees by reaching $1 million
for The Legend’s Last Legacy, Duke vs. UNC, featuring a once-in-a-lifetime weekend trip to join
Duke’s Coach K for his final home game at Cameron Indoor stadium.

” When my friends, Michael and Carole Marks, pledged

$1 million to experience my final game at Cameron Indoor
Stadium, it took my breath away. The honor I felt for my team,
my family and my legacy was overwhelming. This inspirational
moment set the tone for the entire evening. -Coach K

”

SATURDAY

AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS
THIS YEAR’S TOP LOTS INCLUDED EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCES
PAIRED WITH SOME OF THE REGION’S FINEST WINES!

n 40-LOVE OF WINE & TENNIS: Enjoy the semi-finals & finals at Wimbledon
in London with Vintner Beth Nickel of Far Niente and Nickel & Nickel
n THE GREAT AMERICAN RACE: Join multi-platinum recording artist and
NASCAR team owner Pitbull for an all-access VIP experience
n TASTE OF THE TUSCAN SUN: Experience an exclusive Napa Valley, Tuscan
and Umbria itinerary hosted by Marchesi Antinori and Antica Estate
n A FEAST FIT FOR THE GODS: Featuring Michelin-decorated chef
Michael Mina and his award-winning MINA Group team for a feast of
Mediterranean dishes at Gemstone Vineyards
n AWARD-WINNING WINE & MUSIC: Join Vintners Shari & Garen Staglin
for an entertaining winery dinner for 10 featuring a private musical
performance with Tony- and Grammy-Award Winners Christian Hoff and
Kate Taylor
n PEBBLE BEACH LUX GETAWAY: Escape to Pebble Beach with Vintners
Robin & Michelle Baggett of Alpha Omega Winery, Cyril & Blakesley
Chappellet of Chappellet Vineyards, and Rich & Leslie Frank of Frank
Family Vineyards

RESEARCH GRANTS
n RESEARCH GRANTS: OUR IMPACT
Since awarding our first grant in 1994, the V
Foundation has awarded nearly $290 million,
which has been used to fund cancer research
grants nationwide. Event proceeds from the V
Foundation Wine Celebration benefit cancer
research funded by the V Foundation on all types
of cancer.
We are fortunate to have a Scientific Advisory
Committee, a group whose members are leaders
in the cancer research field, who are responsible
for evaluating and selecting research projects
to receive funding through a highly competitive
process. We invest in promising people and projects.

GRANT IN HONOR OF STEVE & CAROL BORNSTEIN
Jun Wang, Ph.D.
NYU Langone Laura & Issac Perlmutter Cancer Center
Reprogramming the tumor microenvironment via a PDL1
Orthogonal Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor for all types of cancers

VOLUNTEER GRANT HONOREE FIORELLA O’NEILL
Aaron McKenna Ph.D.
Norris Cotton Cancer Center
Dartmouth Hitchcock New Hampshire
Single-cell lineage and transcriptome reconstruction of
metastatic cancer under the selective pressures of immunotherapy

VINTNER GRANT HONOREES RICH & LESLIE FRANK
IN MEMORY OF EDYTH FRANK
Andrew Roth, Ph.D.
University of British Columbia, Vancouver
Predicting Follicular Lymphoma Transformation
from Tumor Architecture

ST. HELENA AND RUTHERFORD FIRE DEPARTMENTS
Matthew Hangauer, Ph.D.
Moores Cancer Center at UC San Diego Health
Immunotherapy-Tolerant Cancer Persister Cells

9/11 FIREFIGHTERS
Ulrich Steidl, M.D., Ph.D.
Albert Einstein Cancer Center
Role of Stem Cell Subclones in Myelodysplasia and
Leukemic Progression

SPIRIT OF JIMMY V AWARD
n SPIRIT OF JIMMY V AWARD:
HARRY RHOADS
The V Foundation is built on research,
on science, on medicine—on the harsh
realities of cancer and the long war
against it. But beyond those fundamentals are a deep set of core values:
Courage and compassion; faith and
family; patience and perseverance.
And so, even as we fund the scientists, the researchers, the clinicians, we honor
those who embody our core values.
The Spirit of Jimmy V Award is this organization’s highest honor, and tonight
we present it to someone who truly lives those values. Harry Rhoads is a
pioneer in his field. He co-founded the Washington Speakers Bureau. I have
been his friend and his client for 30 years. But long before me, he was a friend
and agent to Jim Valvano. Through Harry, Jim’s message of hope and heroism
were brought to audiences across the country.
That’s not where the connection ends, of
course. Harry has beaten cancer four
times – thanks to the loving support of
his beloved daughters, Emily and Mary
Kathryn, and the wonder-working
powers of Dr. Joe Moore and the folks at
Duke Cancer Center.
In that famous speech at the ESPYS, Jim told us to do three things every day:
think, laugh, and cry. Harry Rhoads adds a fourth: help someone else. Put
someone other than yourself at the center of your life. Harry has helped
countless people meet and beat cancer. His commitment is relentless, and his
friends and fans are legion.
— CNN Commentator Paul Begala

n WINE CELEBRATION TEAM

JANE BAER
VP & Managing Director

MAX DULEY
Sr. Director of Auction &
Community Outreach

AMANDA “AJ” HARRIS
Sr. Manager of Public
Relations & Social Media

TOM STOKEY
Events & Operations Manager

SASHA MICHAEL
Executive Operations
Manager

JULIETTE P. WHEELOCK
Ofﬁce & Sponsorship Manager
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CONTACT US:

UPCOMING 2021/2022 EVENTS

December:

March:

May:

July:

VOICES FOR VICTORY:
BOO-YAH!
Ziegfeld Ballroom, NY

SONOMA EPICUREAN
Healdsburg, CA

DICK VITALE GALA
Sarasota, FL

ESPYS
Los Angeles, CA

JIMMY V CLASSIC
Madison Square Garden, NY

April:

V SCHOLAR SUMMIT
Research Triangle, NC

August:

VICTORY RIDE
Raleigh, NC

WINE CELEBRATION
Napa Valley, CA

VICTORY GALA
New York Public Library, NY

VIRGINIA VINE
Leesburg, VA

1300 Main Street, Ste. 280
Napa, CA 94559
p 707.963.0611
winecelebration.org | v.org

@vfwcelebration
@thevfoundation
@Behind.the.V

