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THANK YOU!



MISSION 

STATEMENT 

the v foundation is a 

charitable organization 

dedicated to saving lives 

by helping to find a 

cure for cancer. the 

v foundation seeks to 

make a difference by 

generating broad-based 

support for cancer 

research by creating 

an urgent awareness 

among all americans of 

the importance of the 

war against cancer. the 

v foundation performs 

these dual roles through 

advocacy, education, 

fundraising and 

philanthropy.

100% 

of direct cash donations 
benefit research and  
related programs.

The 21st Annual V Foundation Wine Celebration raised over $7 million, bringing 
the total amount raised to more than $115 million. The 2019 “Fund-A-Need” 
donations supported the V Foundation’s Canine Comparative Oncology program. 
This innovative grant-making program accelerates research by working with 
cancer centers and veterinary colleges nationwide to compare the cancers that 
beloved pets get with the cancers that humans get to learn more about the 
disease and to develop better treatments, care and progress for both human and 
pet patients.  
 

“I am incredibly humbled and proud to be part of this amazing team,” said Chairwoman Julie Maples. “The 
V Foundation is truly a source of inspiration and generosity. In the words of Jim Valvano, we will ‘never give 
up’ as we continue to raise funds to support cancer research and programs.” 
 
The V Wine Celebration weekend was hosted by Mike “Coach K” 
Krzyzewski and featured legendary Chef Emeril Lagasse, in addition to 
other surprise celebrity guests and dignitaries. Coach K had the guests 
reeling in laughter as he recaptured a story of when one of his three 
daughters “Mad Dog” (Lindy), “Ripple” (Jamie) and “Boone’s Farm” 
(Debbie) made a presentation, illustrated by a graph, on how getting a 
dog would raise the happiness factor by 12% in the home. By adding three 
dogs to the family, Cameron, Defense and eventually Blue, the happiness 
factor went up to 100%, and pictures of the dogs eventually replaced the 
portraits of the three daughters over the fireplace.   

 
George Bodenheimer, Retired Executive Chairman of ESPN, Inc. thanked the people 
of ESPN whose tireless dedication, commitment, and loyalty to the V Foundation 
“knows no bounds”. A special acknowledgement was made to V Foundation Board 
members Jimmy Pitaro, ESPN’s President, and Norby Williamson, ESPN’s Executive 
Vice President, for their commitment to make it all work, “This year’s ESPYS marked 
a very special milestone for ESPN. Live on National television, host Tracy Morgan 
announced that from that first, momentous night at Madison Square Garden in 1993 
ESPN has raised $100 million dollars for the V Foundation.” ESPN 
continues to make it possible for the V Foundation to extend Jim’s 
legacy, fight cancer and find cures. Not just on ESPY day, but EVERY day.  

V WINE CELEBRATION



THURSDAY



The weekend activities kicked off Thursday, August 1 
with the Hall of Fame Luncheon hosted by Beth Nickel 
at her private home at Far Niente. Stephen & Jared 
Silver presented Mike “Coack K” & Mickie Krzyzewski 
with a princess cut diamond necklace in honor of 
their 50th wedding anniversary in June.

HIGHLIGHTS

Humanitarians & Founders were celebrated by Jeff & 
Valerie Gargiulo and April Gargiulo & Mitch Lowe at 
their winery and home at Gargiulo Vineyards. 

New this year was Passport Yountville, 
where guests enjoyed an evening stroll 
through the “Culinary Capital” of Napa 
Valley with select tasting rooms and 
restaurants, followed by a high-energy 
private concert featuring 
The Struts, presented by 
JaM Cellars.



FRIDAY



 
 
A special tribute was paid to Pat & Joe Harbison as the 2019 Vintner Grant 
Honorees who have supported the V Wine Celebration since its inception in 1999. 
The Harbisons will have a grant in their name for esophageal cancer research.   
 Friday evening’s popular “Rock the V” party featured the All-Stars of Cancer 
Research and offerings from Napa Valley’s renowed restaurateurs and preeminent 
vintners, as well as a barrel auction featuring AldenAlli Pinot Noir, blended 
exclusively for the V Foundation by Alden Lagasse and Alli Kosta, Pride Mountain 
Vineyards Keystone Cabernet that will be bottled as a special vineyard designate for 
the V Foundation, and, Coach’s Kuvée, a special, one-of-a-kind barrel of Cabernet 
blend in honor of Coach K. 

HIGHLIGHTS

“Constellation Brands is thrilled, and has been since day one, to be a proud 
supporter of the V Foundation Wine Celebration. This is more than a spectacular 
event, it is an “experience” that brings together like-minded individuals and 
companies filled with compassion, commitment, a never-give-up attitude, and 
steeped with a heavy dose of generosity. The V Wine team has created a setting 
and environment that will inspire from the moment you engage. Making a 
difference for generations to come by ridding this world of cancer means being 
part of something truly life changing.” - Jim Ryan, Constellation Brands

On Friday, members of the Giving Club attended the Presidents 
& Vintner Grant Honorees Luncheon at Charles Krug winery, 
sponsored by Bentley Motors and hosted by Alycia Mondavi, a  
4th generation granddaughter of the Mondavi family.



SATURDAY



William G. Nelson, M.D., Ph.D., Director of The Sidney 
Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center at Johns Hopkins, 
kicked off the symposium as the new head of the V 
Foundation Scientific Advisory Committee.        
 
Following the keynote, Michael Kastan, M.D., Ph.D., 
Executive Director of the Duke Cancer Institute; along 
with Dr. Rodney Page, D.V.M., M.S., Professor of Oncology 
Director, Flint Animal Cancer Center; and William Eward, 
D.V.M., M.D., Comparative Oncology, Duke Cancer 
Institute; spoke on Canine Comparative Oncology. 
Researchers at both veterinary medical centers and 
cancer institutions have joined forces and are studying 
naturally occurring cancers in humans and canines. 

The symposium also 
featured a heartfelt 
special tribute by Harry 
E. Rhoads, Jr., to Robert 
C. Bast, Jr., M.D., Vice 
President for Translational 
Research, The University 
of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center in Houston, 
TX who is retiring after 25 years as head of the V 
Scientific Committee. Dr. Bast will continue to serve on 
the Committee under his successor, Dr. William Nelson, 
Director Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center  
at Johns Hopkins. 

Symposium Sponsored By:

SYMPOSIUM & MARKETPLACE



SATURDAY



During the Wine Celebration Gala, the V Foundation announced their $1 million 
collaboration with Morris Animal Foundation to support the Golden Retriever Lifetime 
Study. The collaboration will focus on genomic sequencing that will allow for significant 
progress in understanding the genetic aspects of cancers. This information will additionally 
help advance human cancer research efforts. 
 
“We are excited to partner with the V Foundation to not only advance our Golden Retriever 
Lifetime Study but to bring awareness of what is happening in the field of comparative 
oncology, and the opportunity we have to do so much more to advance the state of cancer 
medicine for dogs and people alike,” said Tiffany Grunert, President and CEO, Morris 
Animal Foundation. “The impact of our work is even greater when combined with the 
efforts of the V Foundation and other organizations fighting this deadly disease. Together, 
we can do so much more for dogs and people.” 
 
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society will also provide funding up to $1 million to compare 
canine leukemias with human acute leukemia, pending the results of an initial pilot 
characterization study. 
 
Comparative oncology describes the integration of naturally occurring cancers in animals 
into studies of human cancer biology and therapy. Cancers in companion species are well 
suited to uniquely inform investigations of cancer biology and drug development. Clinical 
trials in veterinary oncology have gained interest and focus over the last decade, with both 
veterinary and comparative oncology drug development leading the effort. 
 
Leading off the Fund-A-Need with a $1 million paddle raise were generous supporters 
Wayne & Nan Kocourek, who inspired the audience to raise over $5.1 million that evening 
for canine comparative oncology research.  

GALA & FUND-A-NEED



SATURDAY



The live auction featured auctioneer and Emmy Award-winning TV host John Curley, with assistance from Tony Award-winner Christian Hoff. A 
highlight of this year’s event was the live auction gala with dozens of incredible lots up for bid. The evening’s top lot featured a VIP experience to the 
sold-out Eagles “Hotel California” concert in Las Vegas, hosted by Beth Nickel, proprietor of Nickel & Nickel Winery, the gala host winery. Other top 
lots featured assistance from celebrity attendees. V Foundation board member, NBA Hall of Famer, champion and 10-time All-Star David “The Admiral” 
Robinson, offered up cooking classes for four at the Culinary Institute of America campus in San Antonio, agreeing to double the lot after spirited 
bidding came down to two lucky winners. Similarly, culinary host for the weekend’s gala, celebrity chef Emeril Lagasse doubled his lot of a Carnivale Du 
Vin weekend in New Orleans for four lucky couples, complete with two 3-liter bottles of Emeril’s AldenAlli pinot noir.   
 
OUR VISION IS TO FUND EXTRAORDINARY CANCER RESEARCH TO SAVE MORE LIVES EVERYDAY

AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS



UPCOMING EVENTS

D E C E M B E R 201909
B AY  R O O M  •  N E W  Y O R K  C I T Y

This year, we will honor Scott Hamilton as our inaugural 
Thriver Award recipient. A V Foundation thriver is a cancer 
survivor who is in remission. They are not only a survivor, 

but an advocate for cancer research who inspires and 
empowers others on their cancer journey.

SOLD OUT

An Evening with Robin Roberts is an intimate event with legendary “thriver” Robin as she 
shares her inspirational message of hope and perseverance. The evening will feature a  

cocktail reception, followed by a New Orleans inspired menu, one-of-a-kind auction items  
and an opportunity to support the Robin Roberts Cancer Thrivership Fund. 



DECEMBER 9, 2019
An Evening with  

Robin Roberts  
New York City

MAY 8, 2020
Dick Vitale Gala
Sarasota, Florida

EVENT DETAILS

DECEMBER 10, 2019
Jimmy V Classic

Presented by Corona
Madison Square Garden 

APRIL 24 & 25, 2020
Virginia Vine

Hosted by Joe Theismann 
Leesburg, Virginia

FRIDAY, APRIL 24
WINE | COUNTRY

Nashville Comes to Middleburg

SATURDAY, APRIL 25
Morning

Cancer Research Symposium
Learn about current advances in cancer 
research and meet the scientists behind 

the work.

Evening
Virginia Vine Auction Gala

 Hosted at Stone Tower Winery  
by Joe Theismann

VIRGINIA VINE is a fundraising gala 
benefiting the V Foundation for Cancer Research. 
This unforgettable event, hosted by stunning Stone 
Tower Winery, features exquisite Virginia wine, 
culinary delights and one-of-a-kind auction items, 
all in support of Virginia’s renowned cancer research 
centers and growing wine industry. Joe Theismann, 
entrepreneur and former quarterback of the Super 
Bowl XVII Champion Washington 
Redskins, will host the festivities.

MAY 16, 2020
Victory Ride

Raleigh, North Carolina
 

JULY 18-20, 2020
ESPYS Week

Los Angeles, California

UPCOMING EVENTS



V  F O U N D AT I O N  W I N E  C E L E B R AT I O N  |  W W W . W I N E C E L E B R AT I O N . O R G  |  7 0 7 - 9 6 3 - 0 6 1 1

JOIN HOST COACH K FOR THE 22ND ANNUAL V FOUNDATION WINE CELEBRATION 

WHERE WE WILL FOCUS ON COLON CANCER RESEARCH

Stay tuned for the reveal of our surprise guest host and celebrity chef!

In its 26 years, the V Foundation has awarded more than $225 million in cancer research grants nationwide. Twenty-six years 
ago, the diagnosis and prognosis related to cancer were not as optimistic as today. Because of research, there are earlier 
diagnoses, a better understanding of what causes some cancers, more positive prognoses of some cancers, and therapies 
designed to kill cancer while preserving the patient’s overall health. The V Foundation distributes research grants for all types of 
cancer to the most promising scientists nationwide through a competitive process vetted by a Scientific Advisory Committee.  

Victory Over Cancer!®


