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Dear V Foundation Friends & Family,

As we celebrated our 20th anniversary in 2018, our V Wine 
Celebration community surpassed $108 million raised in the 
fight against cancer. Each one of you is an important part of  
our success and together we WILL find cures for cancer!

In August, we celebrate the 12th year of Mike “Coach K” 
Krzyzewski as our host. The passion, energy and love that he 
brings to this event and our cause is unstoppable! This year, we 
also have another force of nature with legendary chef, Emeril 
“BAM” Lagasse joining us to lend his culinary genius. An 
amazing chef indeed, but half of an even better couple as Emeril 
and his wife, Alden, stand behind so many causes – and lucky 
us that he will be joining our team!

Our Vintner Grant is a critical component of the V Wine 
Celebration and one way that we thank this exceptional 
community for their dedication to cures for cancer. This year  
we honor Joe & Pat Harbison, which is particularly special 
due to their impact on the V Wine Celebration since our 
genesis. While co-chairs of the Make-a-Wish Winter Wine & 
Food Fest, I met Joe & Pat on a snowy eve in Sacramento while 
scouting a potential auctioneer, the beloved David Reynolds. In 
the Harbison’s honor, The V Foundation will establish a grant 
dedicated to esophageal cancer research.

Our sincerest gratitude for your longtime support of the V 
Foundation. Together, we will be standing #shouldertoshoulder 
to fight a disease that has taken far too many for far too long.

Join us in August! And together we will help accelerate research 
in the comparative oncology field!

Warmly, 

Julie Maples is the daughter of Retired 

Executive Vice President of ESPN, Inc., 

Jim Allegro, and Chairwoman of the  

V Foundation Wine Celebration. Julie 

is also the General Partner of FYRFLY 

Venture Partners. THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2019
• Hall of Fame Luncheon  

Far Niente Winery

• Humanitarians & Founders Dinner       
Gargiulo Vineyards

• Passport: Yountville 
Participating Tasting Rooms & Restaurants

• Club 21 Reception and Private 
Concert Performance by The Struts 
Domaine Chandon

• Presidents Club & Vintner Grant  
Honorees Luncheon  
Charles Krug Winery

• “Rock The V” Party  
 at The Pavillion 
Performance by Con Brio 
The Estate Yountville 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, 2019

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3, 2019
• Answer for Cancer Research 

Symposium & Marketplace 
The Social, The Estate Yountville 

• Saturday Night Gala at Nickel &  
Nickel Winery:  

 Showcase Auction & Reception 

 Gala Dinner & Program   

 featuring Celebrity Chef Emeril Lagasse 

 Live Auction

• Corona Nightclub  
Performance by The Fabulous 
Equinox Band and DJ Lucian

 
Hotel Villagio

•  

HOSTS WELCOME

JULIE MAPLES 
FOUNDER AND CO-CHAIR, THE V FOUNDATION WINE CELEBRATION

V WINE CELEBRATION  

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

CATCHING UP WITH COACH K: Dynasty and Legacy

NICKEL & NICKEL: Crystal Ball

Congratulations to Coach K!

Duke won its ACC record 21st ACC championship. In  
38 seasons at Duke, Mike Krzyzewski – a Naismith 
Hall of Fame coach, five-time national champion and 
12-time Final Four participant – has built a dynasty 
that few programs in the history of the game can 
match. No coach in Division I men’s basketball history 
has won more games than Coach K’s 1,132.

“I get a group of people who are talented to commit to 
excellence and to work together as one. That’s where it 
starts. Different talents, same commitment.” - Coach K. 

Recently announced: Coach K’s grandson, Michael  
Savarino, named after his grandfather and son of 
Coach K’s eldest daughter, Debbie, will continue on 
with the Krzyzewski legacy as a preferred walk-on 
next year at Duke. 

This year will celebrate the V Wine Celebration’s “crystal 15th” anniversary 
at Nickel & Nickel! 

Nickel & Nickel has been a supporter of the V Foundation since 2005, and 
has served as the home of the V Wine Celebration event that honors the 
memory of Beth Nickel’s beloved husband, Gil Nickel. 

“In the battle against cancer, time is precious, and it’s been my continued 
passion, in memory of Gil, to support much-needed cancer research through 
the V Foundation. It’s his spirit that drives me to live a happy life, and I have 
been so fortunate to witness the endowment of the Gil Nickel Fund which 
was awarded to the UCLA Jonsson Cancer Center in support of melanoma 
research.” - Beth Nickel



HALL OF FAME LUNCHEON 
Far Niente Winery
The Far Niente winery is surrounded by 13 acres of beautifully landscaped 
gardens, thought by many to be among the most stunning landscapes in 
the Napa Valley. The estate’s private chef will prepare a sumptuous lunch 
paired with a superb selection of highly-acclaimed wines. 
 
Hosted by Proprietress Beth Nickel
By Private Invitation Only

Sponsored by

The Estate Yountville 

FAMED RESTAURATEURS AND CHEFS
Food enthusiasts and well-seasoned cooks alike can indulge their gourmand 
interests interacting with the region’s top chefs and culinary professionals

WINE COUNTRY’S PREEMINENT VINTNERS
Enjoy handcrafted wines, prized varietals and new releases from world-
renowned wine makers

CONNOISSEUR WINE AUCTION
Bid on one-of-a-kind cases of custom-created wine  blends from celebrated 
wine makers

DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY
Dance the night away to American soul & rock band,  Con Brio, and experience 
the after hours in our  underground Silent Disco

THURSDAY / AUGUST 1 FRIDAY / AUGUST 2

PRESIDENT’S CLUB & VINTNER GRANT 
HONOREES LUNCHEON 
Sponsored by 

Charles Krug 
Quality wine making begins in the vineyards, and the vineyards of Charles 
Krug Winery are the foundation of Napa Valley’s oldest winery. Charles 
Krug Winery sources grapes from the family’s estate vineyards located 
throughout the Napa Valley. A decadent luncheon prepared by Chef Nash 
Cognetti will be designed to complement their beautifully crafted wines.

Hosted by Alycia Mondavi  of the Peter Mondavi Sr. Family 
By Invitation Only for Giving Club Members

HUMANITARIANS & FOUNDERS DINNER
Gargiulo Vineyards
Gargiulo Vineyards is  a small family-owned winery located in the Oakville 
appellation of California’s Napa Valley. Guests will enjoy a reception in the 
tasting room, followed by an intimate dinner, paired with premium wines 
from their two best vineyards, Money Road Ranch and the 575 OVX.
 
Hosted by Proprietors Jeff & Valerie Gargiulo;  
By Invitation Only for Giving Club Members

PASSPORT: YOUNTVILLE
Participating Tasting Rooms & Restaurants
For the last 20 years, the Town of Yountville, renowned for world-class 
restaurants, award-winning chefs, and some of Napa Valley’s finest wine 
tasting experiences, has been our home base for our event weekend.  

Considered the “Culinary Capital” of the Napa Valley, the town is home to 
artisinal, farm-to-table meals at restaurants that have rendered even the 
toughest food critics to melt like butter. 

Enjoy your early evening stroll through the wonderful tasting rooms, while 
you simultaneously explore your culinary palate in our charming town!

CLUB 21 RECEPTION & CONCERT

Domaine Chandon
Once your culinary stroll of the town is complete, step within the velvet 
ropes for entrance to Club 21 at Domaine Chandon!  

Enjoy an evening of fine estate wines, sweet and savory temptations by 
Chef Victor Scargle, gaming, and a private concert by The Struts.

NEW EVENTS

NEW EVENTS

“ROCK THE V” PARTY  
Showcasing the All-Stars of Cancer Research

To register to attend visit winecelebration.org or call Sasha Michael (707) 963.0611.

“DON’T GIVE UP . . . DON’T EVER GIVE UP!”®

  



ANSWER FOR CANCER RESEARCH 
SYMPOSIUM & MARKETPLACE 
Sponsored by    
 

SATURDAY / AUGUST 3 FUND-A-NEED

NEW
VENUE

THE SOCIAL,
THE ESTATE YOUNTVILLE

RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

The V Scientific Advisory Committee, comprised of some of the 
nation’s leading physicians and research scientists from prominent 
universities and cancer centers, discuss current advances and 
discoveries into clinical applications, new diagnostics and alternative 
treatments for cancer.  By focusing on brilliant young investigators, 
the Scientific Advisory Committee works toward accomplishing the 
goal of the foundation: eradicating cancer.

MARKETPLACE

Guests savor boutique and legendary wines with a fusion of edibles, 
while bidding on unique wine, sports, art and travel packages.

Dogs are man’s best friend, but did you know they could also be part of the key to unlocking the mystery 
of cancer? The V Foundation’s Canine Comparative Oncology innovative grant-making program will help 
accelerate research in the comparative oncology field.

We are working with cancer centers and veterinary colleges nationwide to make 
grants for canine comparative oncology, with a goal of faster and less costly care 
for pet dogs and for humans, as well as better informed research designs. Some of 
the most prevalent cancers diagnosed in both humans and dogs include sarcomas, 
melanoma, lymphomas, breast and bladder cancer. Cancer is the leading cause of 
death in dogs, with one in four developing the disease in his or her lifetime.

The V Foundation can help pet dogs and 
humans with cancer by finding cures more 
quickly. Excellent veterinary medical centers 
are teaming up with leading cancer centers to help dogs and humans 
beat cancer. Beneficiaries of the canine comparative oncology research 
approach include human and canine patients (as well as their owners)! 
The goal is faster and less costly therapies, as well as better informed 
clinical trial designs for both.

ESPN’S IMPACT ON  
THE V FOUNDATION

$90M+

$13.9M

48%

100+

$225M

has been raised with the help of ESPN for  
the V Foundation since its inception

was raised with the help of ESPN during the 2018 
fiscal year, including $8.3 million during the 2018 V 
Week and $5.6 million through 2018 ESPYS Week

of all new donors to the V Foundation during the 
fiscal year were attributed to ESPN’s efforts to raise  

awareness for the Foundation

employees serve on committees that help  
raise funds for the V Foundation

in research grants has been awarded by  
the V Foundation to date

$

The V Foundation for Cancer Research is a charitable organization dedicated to saving lives by helping to find 
a cure for cancer. The V Foundation seeks to make a difference by generating broad-based support for cancer 
research by creating an urgent awareness among all Americans of the importance of the war against cancer. 
The V Foundation performs these dual roles through advocacy, education, fundraising and philanthropy.

MISSION STATEMENT

100% OF DIRECT DONATIONS GO TO CANCER RESEARCH.

Over the last 25 years, the V Foundation’s Scientific Advisory Committee has made incredible strides with  
Dr. Robert Bast at the helm. Characterized by innovative ideas, strategic thinking and tremendous inspiration, 
so many of our V friends and family have been touched his intelligence, kindness and gracious manner. 
We’re in awe of the endless hours he has spent personally advising the many investigators, cancer patients, 
and thrivers, with the sole purpose of saving countless lives. Dr. Bast’s energy and devotion will be missed as 
head of the SAC. He leaves it in the good hands of chair Dr. William Nelson of Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive 
Cancer Center, and chair-elect Dr. Nancy Davidson of Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center.

THANK YOU: Dr. Robert Bast

impact



NICKEL & NICKEL WINERY 

AUCTION LOTS PREVIEW

SHOWCASE AUCTION & RECEPTION

GALA DINNER & LIVE AUCTION
Hosted by  

Mike “Coach K” Krzyzewski

Featuring Celebrity Chef  
Emeril Lagasse

CORONA NIGHTCLUB
Hotel Villagio Lobby

AUCTION GALA / AUGUST 3

EMERIL LAGASSE: Bam!
Chef Emeril Lagasse is the chef/proprietor 
of 13 restaurants in New Orleans, Las Vegas, 
Orlando, Bethlehem, PA, and Charlotte, NC. 
He has hosted more than 2,000 shows on the 
Food Network and is the food correspondent 
for ABC’s “Good Morning America”. In 2013, 
Lagasse was named the Humanitarian of 

the Year by the James Beard Foundation for his dedicated efforts to further the 
culinary arts in America, as well as his philanthropic work supporting these 
children’s educational programs through the Emeril Lagasse Foundation.

Enjoy the ultimate Derby experience, including gala 
events and finish-line tickets to the Kentucky Derby! 
Then be Blackbird Vineyards’ guest for a weekend 

in Napa at their Oak Knoll House 
property.

KENTUCKY DERBY AND BLACKBIRD VINEYARDS: VIP

MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL: Football, Food & Friends

Watch Monday Night Football with John & Michele 
Truchard—from John Anthony Wines and JaM 

Cellars—and football greats Charles 
Woodson, Marshall Faulk and 
friends! Incredible edibles created 
by not one, but TWO celebrity chefs: 
Michael Mina and Charlie Palmer!

Step into a timeless setting at the iconic, five-star 
Monteverdi Tuscany’s Villa San Pietro. This rustic 
Italian home is part of 
Monteverdi, a luxury estate 
consisting of connected 
private homes and a 
boutique hotel in the Val 
d’Orcia region of Tuscany.

PRIVATE ITALIAN VILLA: Monteverdi Tuscany’s Villa San Pietro 



The V Foundation Wine Celebration is thrilled to have Chuck McMinn as our Vintner Ambassador!

Former Silicon Valley entrepreneur Chuck McMinn and his wife, Anne, settled in Napa Valley in 
2000 as the new owners of Vineyard 29. Since then, he’s spearheaded a countywide transformation 
of public education; launched a 47-mile bike trail which, when finished, will be a cyclist’s dream 
come true; turned his Vineyard 29 into an elegant, high-tech winery with an entirely self-sufficient 
energy supply; and, as a sideline, created companies offering conveniences and technologies in the 
wine and grape-growing business.

2019 VOLUNTEER GRANT HONOREES:
Roger & Sally Krodel

WINE CELEBRATION HONOREES

2019 VINTNER AMBASSADOR:  
Chuck McMinn

2019 VINTNER GRANT HONOREES:
Joe & Pat Harbison

CARS & PAWS FOR A CAUSE 

29TH ANNUAL FATHER’S DAY 
INVITATIONAL AUTO SHOW

Join us in supporting 

Victory Over Cancer®

in its quest to find a cure

for canines and humans alike.

Add a donation to your tab at

Archer Hotel or Charlie Palmer Steak

and help put cancer where it belongs:

in the doghouse.

PUPPY LOVE

The V Foundation Wine Celebration is honored to announce the selection of dedicated volunteers 
Roger and Sally Krodel as our 2019 Volunteer Grant Honorees. Roger and Sally joined our family of 
volunteers in 2010 while living in the Veteran’s Home in Yountville. Upon their move to Placerville, 
their commitment to the V Foundation has continued as they make the two-hour journey to Napa 
each year to donate what time and resources they have.  

Roger and Sally have selected breast cancer research as the focus for their Volunteer Honoree Grant 
in honor of their granddaughter, a breast cancer survivor. 

“When we discovered our granddaughter had been diagnosed, we were shocked. She was so young. 
Thankfully, due to advances in cancer research, she is now a cancer survivor. She inspires us and 
gives us hope that more research will be done to end this disease in so many young women.”

Over the past 40 years, Pat and Joe Harbison have spent all their non-professional time 
giving back by founding, chairing, and participating in charities that benefit children 
with life threatening diseases, particularly cancer.

They initiated the Harbison Family Foundation that, for 25 years, put on the marquee 
fundraising event in Sacramento, the Winter Wine and Food Fest, to benefit Make-
A-Wish of Sacramento, Northeast (now Northern) California, Central California and 
Western Nevada. This event raised a third of the money for the annual budget for wish 
costs.

With two capitol campaigns, they helped build the “Wishing Place”, which also houses all of the staff rent-free, and initiated an 
annuity fund guaranteeing that no wish requested of this chapter would ever be denied for economic reasons.

The Harbisons, like all of us, have been touched by cancer. Pat’s mother died of pancreatic cancer,  Joe’s father passed away from 
lung cancer, and recently his 92-year-old mother underwent a mastectomy for breast cancer. It was only natural that they joined 
the V at its inception, fulfilling Jim Valvano’s wish to fund examiners, pioneers, and cutting-edge researchers as they find the 
cures for cancer. They continue to support the V Foundation and its incredibly generous partner, ESPN, in hopes that one day a 
cure for cancer will make Make-A-Wish obsolete.

CHARLIE PALMER, SHEP GORDON  
& FRIENDS WITH VINTAGE TROUBLE

benefiting the V Foundation Wine Celebration

2019 BottleRock Aftershow
Friday, May 24, 2019 10:00 PM

Sky & Vine Rooftop Bar  
at Archer Hotel, Napa

contact max@winecelebration.com for tickets

This July, Bentley will reach its 
Centenary, an achievement most 
definitely worth celebrating! 
From the very first prototype 
created in a London mews to 
the phenomenally powerful and 
exquisitely crafted cars driven 
across the world today, Bentley has 
transformed the face of motoring. 

Michael Heywood, Region Director 
with Bentley Motors, Inc and V Wine Celebration’s Director of 
Sponsorship, Jennifer Rose, celebrated our partnership at the 
Concours d’ Elegance in La Jolla last month.

BENTLEY:
A Century of Motorcar Excellence

benefiting the V Foundation Wine Celebration

Sunday, June 16, 2019
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

V Marketplace, Yountville

Funding a research 
grant for male-

related cancers in 
honor of all the 

wonderful fathers!
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

APRIL 26 & 27, 2019
Virginia Vine 
Leesburg, Virginia

MAY 10, 2019
Dick Vitale Gala
Sarasota, Florida

MAY 18, 2019
Victory Ride
Raleigh, North Carolina

JULY 8-10, 2019
ESPYS Week
Los Angeles

VICTORY OVER CANCER®

FOR US AND OUR DOGS 
  
Canine tumors can share multiple characteristics with human 
cancer, including responses to specific therapies. Humans and 
dogs also share the same environment, including air, water 
and pollutants. The V Foundation is partnering with leading 
veterinary schools and cancer centers for Comparative Oncology 
Research.

We are funding research to explore similarities and differences 
between human and canine cancers. Our goal is faster and less 
costly therapies, as well as better informed clinical trials, for 
human and canine patients.
 
With the V Foundation leading the way as a premiere grant-
maker in this exciting field, the future is bright.  
 Visit www.jimmyv.org to learn more.

AUGUST 1-4, 2019
V Foundation Wine Celebration
Yountville, California

DECEMBER 9, 2019
An Evening with Robin Roberts
New York City 

DECEMBER 10, 2019
Jimmy V Classic
Presented by Corona
Madison Square Garden


