
M i s s i o n 
s t a t e M e n t 

The V Foundation 

is a charitable 

organization 

dedicated to saving 

lives by helping 

to find a cure 

for cancer. The V 

Foundation seeks to 

make a difference by 

generating broad-

based support for 

cancer research by 

creating an urgent 

awareness among all 

Americans of the 

importance of the 

war against cancer. 

The V Foundation 

performs these 

dual roles through 

advocacy, education, 

fundraising and 

philanthropy.

100% 
The V Foundation 

awards 100% of 

direct cash 

donations 

to cancer research 

and related 

programs.

I Kept My Promise to 
My Friend: A Message 
From The Chairman 

Emeritus 

continued on page 2  

Bob Lloyd is the Chairman Emeritus of 

The V Foundation and a co-founder of 

the V Foundation Wine Celebration in 

Napa Valley. Bob and Jimmy V were 

college roommates and teammates; it 

was Bob who promised Jim that The 

V Foundation would succeed and be 

instrumental in finding cures for cancer.

In a humorous and 
heartfelt speech, Scott 
Hamilton ignited the 
crowd with his story 
about being 100% 
honest in a per-
sonal ad:  Short, bald, 
half-neutered, chemoed, 
radiated, surgically-re-
paired, retired male figure 
skater, of unknown ethnic 
origin, seeks beautiful, 

fertile woman for long walks, laughter, and an interest in my hobby for collecting life 
threatening illnesses.

Scott Hamilton was adopted at 6 weeks old, and his mother was the 
center of his universe. He was a sick kid who found strength on the 
ice. After thousands of hours of practice and competing, he finally 
made it to a national competition—and in front of 17,500 people, 
he fell five times. Soon after, his be-
loved mother, Dorothy, was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. With the family 
broke from the many skating competi-
tions, changes needed to be made. At 
18 years old, Scott attained his first 
sponsor, but came in last at Nation-
als. The defeat was devastating because 
that was the last competition that his 
mother would ever see him skate in; 
she lost her battle that May in 1977.
                                                                                                                        

Dear Friends, 

When Jimmy found out that he didn’t 
have much time left on this earth, 10 
months to be exact, he decided to be a 
different kind of coach and put togeth-
er a V Foundation team to beat cancer. 
Little did Jim know, 30 years earlier, 
before his famous ESPYS speech, seeds 
had been planted in a dorm room at 
Rutgers, when I was Jimmy’s roommate 
and teammate. At the time, neither of 
us were aware of what fate had in store. 
Jim got all the players in place to run 
The V Foundation after he couldn’t 
be there himself, so that other people 
didn’t have to die. 
 
At our 7th Annual V Foundation Wine 
Celebration in 2005, we fully funded 
our endowment goal and announced 
that 100% of every dollar would go to 
cancer research. We were able to fulfill 
Jimmy Valvano’s dream, and I was able 
to keep my promise to my friend.

SCOTT HAMILTON: 
THE TITLE THAT MEANS 

THE MOST TO ME

“After 70 skating titles, an Olympic Gold medal and Hall of 

Fame honors, the title that means the most to me is 

CANCER SURVIVOR.”
- Scott Hamilton
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Robert Lloyd                                                                                                                                            
Chairman Emeritus, The V Foundation                                                                                                                           
Co-Founder, V Foundation Wine Celebration

This August at the Wine Celebration, we raised $4.7 million, 
bringing the total raised from this event to almost $58 million for 
cancer research. 

The V Wine Celebration kicked off on Thursday with several 
different intimate winery dinners. Our heartfelt thanks to the 
vintners that hosted these events: Suzanne Pride Bryan & Stuart 
Bryan, Launny & Weezie Steffens, the winemaking team from Silver 
Oak Cellars, and Gina Gallo & Jean Charles (“JC”)Boisset—who 
charmed guests as host of the popular Club Red.
 

On Friday, members of 
The V Foundation Giv-
ing Club attended the 
Presidents Club luncheon, 
hosted by Philip & Carol 
Norfleet, at The Napa 
Valley Reserve. This special 
event was sponsored by 

Bentley Motors and honored our Vintner Grant honorees. That 
evening, The All-Stars of Cancer Research were feted at the “Let’s 
Get It Started” party.

We were thrilled to have Olympic and World Figure Skating legend 
Scott Hamilton as a first-time host of the Wine Celebration on 
Saturday. As a cancer survivor, Scott’s courageous journey and 
extraordinary character inspire others to never give up.

A generous pledge of $1 million 
from Ron & Teri Kuhn, proprietors 
of Pillar Rock Vineyard, heartened 
guests and inspired impactful giving 
at the auction. A leukemia survivor 
herself, Teri Kuhn was a Vintner 
Grant Honoree at the 2010 Wine 
Celebration. 

The most successful Fund A Need to 
date was in honor of our dear friend 
and fellow Board member, Dave 
Kane. Over $1.5 million was raised 
for bladder cancer research. 

The V Foundation’s new 
Chairman of the Board, 
Steve Bornstein, formerly 
the President and CEO 
of the NFL Network, was 
acknowledged on the main 
stage. Bornstein was instru-
mental in helping to create 

the Foundation in 1993 when he was president of ESPN. Bornstein 
lost his brother, mother and father to cancer over a 14-month 
period 20 years ago. During that time, he read an article in Sports 
Illustrated about Jim Valvano, his friend and colleague, and Jim’s 
own battle with cancer. Bornstein suggested to Valvano that they 
start a charity to fight cancer and The V Foundation began.
 
During the gala event 
hosted by Beth Nickel at 
Nickel & Nickel winery,  
I was touched by a 
special tribute by Steve 
Bornstein and Julie Alle-
gro, V Foundation Board 
member and co-chair of 
the V Wine Celebration. Together, they presented me with two jer-
seys—one  as Chairman Emeritus with the number 14, representing 
both my number that was retired when I played basketball at Rutgers 
University and the year 2014, and one with the number 21 for the 
number of years I served as V Foundation Chairman. 

We look forward to celebrating the 17th Annual V Wine Celebration 
on August 6-9, 2015, in our continued fight against cancer!  

Kindest Regards,



Saturday morning, during our well-attended Cancer Research 
Symposium, prominent physicians and research scientists from 
around the country presented the current advances and dis-
coveries in cancer research. Guests had the rare opportunity to 
pose questions to these leading researchers during a lively Q & A 
session. 

The V Foundation’s 2011 V Scholar, William Redmond, Ph.D., 
from the Robert W. Franz Cancer Research Center, Providence 
Portland Medical Center, presented on the hot topic of im-
munotherapy, the treatment that uses certain parts of a person’s 
immune system to fight diseases such as cancer.

Each year, the The V Foundation invites the 60+ NCI (National 
Cancer Institute)-designated cancer facilities to nominate the 
researchers for funding consideration. Additionally, prominent 
cancer centers across the country are invited to apply for fund-
ing. The Scientific Advisory Committee reviews proposals and 
makes all funding recommendations. 

“We Need Money for Research. 
It May Not Save My Life.
It May Save My Children’s Life. 
It May Save Someone You Love.”

- JiM ValVano
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Dr. Bob Bast, MD Anderson

  Scott Hamilton continued from cover

Cancer Research Symposium

Scientific Advisory Committee

Scott wanted to honor Dorothy and her sacrifices and took his mother to the ice with him in his heart and mind every single day, driving 
him to be better than ever. Due to the strength of his mom, he spent the next four years without losing one competition, and he earned 
a spot at the 1980 Lake Placid Olympics, becoming the entire team’s flag bearer during the opening ceremonies and placing fifth in the 
male figure skating competition. By the time Scott reached the Sarajevo Olympics, he’d won the U.S. and world championships every year 
as of 1981 and would go on to win 15 consecutive championships by 1984. Though struggling with his short and long programs, he won 
the 1984 Olympic gold medal in Sarajevo before turning pro and starting his own tour,“Stars on Ice.” 
Twenty years after losing his mother, Scott was diagnosed with cancer, the very disease that took his mother from him. Fear was replaced 
with power, purpose, clarity and courage. He battled testicular cancer bravely and won. Today, testicular cancer is almost 100% curable, 
if caught early. How did that happen? RESEARCH! He shared his gratitude with the crowd, “Without research, I wouldn’t be standing 
here. Thank you for the hope!”

“You have the opportunity to share the spectacular blessings that you’ve all worked so hard for, and actually 
save lives.  Let’s honor Jim and perpetuate his dream to find a cure for cancer in our lifetime!”

To see the cancer research symposiumin its entirety, visit: www.youtube.com/winecelebration
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David J McConkey, PhD, and Colin P. N. Dinney, MD 

University of Texas MD Anderson 

Funded in Honor of Dave Kane

Defining the Biological and Clinical Properties of the P53-Like/Luminal 
A Subtype of Bladder Cancer

Mohit Jain, MD, PhD

Moores Cancer Center at UCSD 

Funded in Honor of David Reynolds & Colleen Buckley

Systemic Discovery of Metabolic Vulnerabilities in Cancer

David Reynolds:  More Than an Auctioneer
Julie Allegro paid tribute to the late David Reynolds, who served as auctioneer 
for The V Wine Celebration for the last 13 years. “David was much more than an 
auctioneer,” she said. “David was part of The V Foundation family. He had a pas-
sion and commitment for charities and causes like no one I’ve ever, ever seen.” 
After showing a brief video tribute, Allegro announced that a V Scholar grant was 
being made to the UC San Diego Moores Cancer Center in honor of Reynolds 
and his widow, Colleen Buckley. Allegro’s comments ended on a lighter note, 
sharing one of Reynolds’ favorite quotes, “If you can’t figure out a way to open a 
great bottle of champagne every week of your life, then you need to make some 
changes.”
Buckley accepted the tribute and thanked everyone for their outpouring of sup-
port. “There is no group of people more generous to charities nationwide and 
more unsung than the wine community,” she said. And they proved her right 
with the first auction lot. Suzanne Pride and Joe Harbison rallied fellow vintners 

to donate magnums for a surprise lot in honor of Reynolds. 
At the spur of the moment, vintners in the room agreed to add 
a second lot. The two lots were purchased by vintners Chuck 
& Anne McMinn and Launny & Weezie Steffens, generating 
$130,000 for The V Foundation. 

Colleen Buckley-Reynolds and Julie Allegro

Bob Lloyd introduced the Fund A Need, sharing that it was very personal as both he and his wife, Kay, had lost their fathers to bladder 
cancer. More than $1.5 million was raised in support of bladder cancer research in memory of Dave Kane, an active V Wine Celebration 
Board member for many years who lost his 17-year battle with bladder cancer. Every year in the U.S. there are approximately 75,000 
new diagnoses of bladder cancer and about 15,000 people die from their disease, making bladder cancer the sixth most common cancer. 

Helene Furberg, MD, PhD 

Memorial Sloan Kettering 

Funded in Honor of Dave Kane

The Role of Germline Genetic Variation in Host Response and Vas-
cular Toxicity from Systemic Chemotherapy for Advanced Urothelial 
Cancer

Fund A Need: Bladder Cancer Research

Kane Family 



David Reynolds:  More Than an Auctioneer
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Sabine Mueller, MD, PhD 

UCSF Benoiff Children’s Hospital

In Memory of Shunsuke Yamamoto

Systemic Discovery of Metabolic Vulnerabilities in Cancer Pediatric 
Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Gliomas (DIPGs): Developing a Precision 
Medicine Approach for Children with DIPG

The 2014 Vintner Grant honoree 
Naoko Dalla Valle, founder and pro-
prietor of Dalla Valle Vineyards, was 
introduced and recognized. Dalla Valle 
has had several brushes with cancer: 
she lost her father to lung cancer and 
her husband to prostate cancer, and in 
January of this year, her 11-year-old 
nephew, Shunsuke, succumbed to Dif-

fused Pontine Intrinsic Glioma (DPIG). Determined to fight 
this horrible pediatric brain cancer, Dalla Valle has person-
ally raised $350,000. The V 
Foundation announced that it 
will make a grant in her name to 
Dr. Sabine Mueller, a pediat-
ric neuro-oncologist at UCSF, 
to help launch a DPIG clinical 
trial.

Vintner Grant: 
Naoko Dalla Valle

The USTA Men’s Professional Pro Circuit Challenger Series Event was hosted September 20-28, 
2014. This elite tournament follows the U.S. Open in the Napa Valley. V Foundation guests can get 
up-close and personal with the pros and watch 32 Challenger-level players with world rankings on 
the ATP Tour from box seats on Center Court. Champion Sam Querrey, with a current ranking of 
40, and a career-high of 17 in the world, won the Napa Valley Challenger tournament and contin-
ued on to a three-tournament sweep in California. This year, a portion of the proceeds benefited 
The V Foundation.       

USTA Pro Circuit Champion Sam Querrey, Jane Brovelli, Max Duley

Fund A Need: Bladder Cancer Research

Volunteer Grant: 
John & Lily Kogan                                                                                                         

	  

USTA PRO CIRCUIT: NAPA VALLEY CHALLENGER

John was invited by his good friend, 
Julie Allegro, to take part in The V 
Foundation back in 2000, the year 
after the inaugural Wine Celebration 
event was launched. He was CFO of a 
small tech company at the time, and 
the Wine Celebration needed some 
help with auction check-out and 
banking. He had lost his brother—his 
best friend—to cancer when he was 
a young, and otherwise healthy, 31 year old. John had been 
looking for different ways to give back and support the great 
community of people fighting cancer, and The V Foundation 
was a perfect fit.

“To have a cancer research grant in honor of my wife, Lily, 
and myself is deeply rewarding, and being involved in The V 
Foundation keeps my brother’s spirit alive. I truly enjoy the 
people and the good that is done by the Foundation.”

Kara Bernstein, PhD

University of Pittsburgh –Hilman Cancer Center

In Honor of John & Lily Kogan

Uncovering how Mutations in RAD51 Paralogues Contribute to 
Cancer Predisposition and Response to Therapy

Naoko and Dr. Sabine Mueller

John & Lily Kogan
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AUCTION
Auctioneers Ursula Hermacinski and Fritz 
Hatton kept the bidding lively through all 
32 lots, including experiences with the 
Antinori family in Tuscany and Umbria, and 
travel to Africa, Barbados, Aspen, Punta de 
Mita, New York, Nashville, Costa Rica,  
Finland and Hong Kong. Befitting the 
Foundation’s origins, sports enthusiasts 
found a variety of enticing lots, among 

them the opportunity to have private lessons with 16-time LPGA champion  
Cristie Kerr, attend the Rose Bowl, the Masters in Augusta, the U.S. Open,  
Wimbledon, the ESPYS, the PGA Tour, the 
Jimmy V Classic, Super Bowl XLIX, a private 
experience with an Oakland A’s legend,  
college football with Heisman trophy-winner 
Charles Woodson, and the 2016 Summer 
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro. 

Newcomers to the V Wine Celebration Matt 
& Amy Follet were top bidders of the evening, 
taking home Lot #9 donated by Steve & Judy Padis: Diamonds are Forever, which 
included a 10-carat, canary yellow, rough Forevermark diamond and trips to New 
York and London, culminating with a party at Padis Vineyards in Napa Valley.

The V Foundation for Cancer Research Receives 
Tenth 4-Star Rating by Charity Navigator



Linda & Mike Markkula are headed to New 
York and Italy, and will enjoy their own pri-
vate concert and dinner at Far Niente, and 
also a Broadway dinner prepared by Olym-
pic Figure Skating Champion Brian Boitano 
at Ma(i)sonry. Michael & Carole Marks and 
Cindy & Evan Goldberg are each travel-
ing to the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio. 
The Goldbergs will also enjoy dinner for 12 
with Dick & Ann Grace, prepared by James 
Beard Award-winning chef Charles Phan. Bob Schmit is going to enjoy two 
weekends of world-class racing (and, of course, food and wine) with Jeff Gor-
don Cellars, Alpha Omega Winery, Silver Oak Cellars and Staglin Family Vineyard. 
At the event, Jeff Gordon addressed the audience via video and spoke about 

meeting hundreds of kids battling cancer 
through the work of his foundation that 
supports pediatric cancer research. Next 
year’s Fund A Need at the V Foundation 
Wine Celebration will raise much-needed 
funds to benefit pediatric cancer research.

Koerner & Sandy Rombauer were the lucky 
bidders on a Lowell Herrero collectible, 

“Early Morning Harvest,” with a splendid dinner for eight at Spottswoode Estate. 
And a very special veritical from 1978-2009 of every bottle of Rubicon ever re-
leased was donated by Dr. Ron & Sheila Light and acquired by Martie Lemos.
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St. Helena, CA 94574
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Jane Brovelli 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

jane@winecelebration.com

 
Max Duley 

AUCTION & COMMUNITY  

OUTREACH DIRECTOR 
max@winecelebration.com 

The V Foundation                            
Wine Celebration 

Join us 
upcoming v foundation events:

December 2014
During Jimmy V Week 

in NYC

January 2015
San Francisco  

Laura Cortez 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

laura@winecelebration.com 

The V Foundation is 
pleased to partner with 
the most elite clubs in 
NYC and San Francisco 
for two very exclusive 
events celebrating our 

generous supporters and 
raising awareness for 

cancer research. 


