
M i s s i o n 
s t a t e M e n t 

The V Foundation 

is a charitable 

organization 

dedicated to saving 

lives by helping 

to find a cure 

for cancer. The V 

Foundation seeks to 

make a difference by 

generating broad-

based support for 

cancer research by 

creating an urgent 

awareness among all 

Americans of the 

importance of the 

war against cancer. 

The V Foundation 

performs these 

dual roles through 

advocacy, education, 

fundraising and 

philanthropy.

100% 
The V Foundation 

awards 100% of 

direct cash 

donations 

to cancer research 

and related 

programs.

A Message from 
the Chairman 

continued on page 2  

Bob Lloyd is the Chairman of 

The V Foundation and a co-

founder of the V Foundation 

Wine Celebration in Napa 

Valley. Bob and Jimmy V 

were college roommates and 

teammates; it was Bob who 

promised Jim that The V 

Foundation would succeed 

and be instrumental in 

finding cures for cancer.

V host Mike Krzyzewski, col-
lege basketball’s most successful 
coach, has 957 career victories, 
four national championships 
and two Olympic gold medals, 
so it would be easy to assume 
that nothing could unnerve a 
man so accomplished. Dur-
ing the V Wine Celebration, 
Coach K recounted a humor-
ous story about meeting rapper 
Jay Z, and his admitted love of 
Jay Z’s wife, Beyoncé. Krzyze-

wski was in attendance at Sports Illustrated’s Sportsman of the Year 
dinner to introduce honoree LeBron James, but couldn’t fathom 
why there were two empty seats in the front row. That was until Jay 
and Beyoncé waltzed into the building. 
Coach K became star struck and was left 
tongue-tied. After delivering a speech 
about LeBron, Coach K took photos with 
James, Jay Z and Beyoncé, and quickly 
became the coolest 65-year old man on 
the planet with his street cred. 
After loosening up the crowd, Krzyzewski 
became more serious. “Tonight isn’t about being motivated, it’s 
about being inspired,” he said. “We create inspirational videos for 
our Olympic team,” and he shared a video that “emphasizes the 
words I would like to reinforce as we move forward.” Those words 
were emotion, pride, together, compete, enthusiasm, talk, pas-
sion, fight, energy, dirty work, communication and no excuses. He 
invited the audience to recommit themselves to the fight against 
cancer. “We want you to renew your commitment to be emotional, 
to get angry, to work together,” he said. “Let’s look cancer in the 
eye and spit in its face.”

Dear Friends, 

The 15th Anniversary of the V 
Foundation’s annual fundraiser, the 
V Wine Celebration, garnered $9.2 
million for cancer research over the 
weekend of August 1-3. A generous 
challenge gift received from top bid-
ders Evan & Cindy Goldberg pushed 
the total into record territory. The 
total also included $1.2 million in 
Fund A Need donations honoring 
Good Morning America co-host and V 
Board member Robin Roberts. One 
of the themes of this year’s V Wine 
Celebration was The V Foundation’s 
“street cred,” as event host, legend-
ary Duke University men’s basketball 
coach Mike “Coach K” Krzyzewski, 
described it, “No charity, no non-
profit will be better stewards of your 
money than The V Foundation. Over 
the years, the organization has been 
able to leverage its grants into $1 bil-
lion for cancer research.”

Coach K: Street Cred

“Confrontation Simply Means 
       Meeting the Truth Head-On.”

- Coach K
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  Chairman’s Message continued from cover

Christopher A. Maher, Ph.D.
Siteman Cancer Center
Washington University
St. Louis, MO
Funded in Honor of Fred Constant, Jeff Gargiulo, Dick 
Grace, Fred Schweiger and Lowell Herrero
Understanding the Role of Polycomb Associated LncRNAs in Prostate 

Cancer

The V Wine Celebration kicked off on Thursday, August 1 with several inti-
mate winery dinners. Suzanne Pride Bryan & Stuart Bryan hosted diners at 
Pride Mountain Vineyards, Chuck & Anne McMinn welcomed another group 
to Vineyard 29, and Launny & Weezie Steffens hosted those dining at Vine-
yard 7 & 8. Also, on Thursday, Jae Chun & Jennie Lee hosted members of 
The V Foundation Giving Club at the Humanitarian and Founders Dinner at 
Dana Estates. 

On Friday, guests started their day with a Bentley driving experience through 
the Napa Valley followed by a Riedel wine tasting in the afternoon. Members 
of The V Foundation Giving Club attended the Presidents Club luncheon 
at The Napa Valley Reserve, sponsored by Bentley. The 2013 Vintner Grant 
honorees were introduced and recognized: Fred Constant, Jeff Gargiulo, 
Dick Grace, Fred Schweiger and Lowell Herrero. The V Foundation will 
provide a grant to prostate cancer research this year in each of their names.

Friday evening’s popular “Let’s Get it Started” party was an especially inspir-
ing evening, where guests had the opportunity to pay tribute to the All-Stars 
of Cancer Research. The festivities featured renowned restaurateurs, preemi-
nent vintners, and custom barrel auctions, with guests dancing the night away  
to David Martin’s House Party.

“Don’t Give Up . . . 
        Don’t Ever Give Up!”®

- JiM ValVano

The V Foundation for Cancer 
Research Receives Tenth 4-Star 
Rating by Charity Navigator

Humanitarian and Founders Dinner 
at Dana Estates

Presidents and Vintner Grant Honoree 
Luncheon at The Napa Valley Reserve
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“Let’s Get it Started” Party



“Don’t Give Up . . . 
        Don’t Ever Give Up!”®

- JiM ValVano

Saturday morning, The V Foundation presented a public Cancer Research 
Symposium to a standing-room only crowd, where prominent physicians 
and research scientists from around the nation gathered to present the 
most current advances and discoveries. Several hundred guests had the rare 
opportunity to pose questions to these leading researchers during a lively 
Q&A session.

                                                                                                                                   
The weekend’s activities culminated with a gala dinner and live auction at Nickel & Nickel Winery, 
which has served as home of the V Wine Celebration since 2005. Beth Nickel, owner of Nickel 
& Nickel, was honored by V Foundation CEO Susan Braun, who recognized her “magnanimous 
spirit that has blessed us all these many years,” and presented Nickel with a painting of her child-
hood summer cottage in the north woods of Wisconsin by Lowell Herrero. Surprised to be hon-
ored, Beth graciously thanked everyone, reiterated her commitment to The V Foundation, and 
said, “Let’s raise money and wipe out this insidious disease.”

We look forward to celebrating the 16th Annual V Wine Celebration on August 7-10, 2014, in 
our continued fight against cancer! 

Kindest Regards,

“We Need Money for Research.               
        It May Not Save My Life.    
     It May Save My Children’s Life. 
         It May Save Someone You Love.”- JiM ValVano
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To see the cancer research symposium in its entirety, visit: 

www.youtube.com/winecelebration

Drs. Moore and Bast

Beth Nickel

Cancer Research Symposium

Prominent physicians and research scientists from around the nation gathered to present the most current 
advances and discoveries in clinical applications, new diagnostics and alternative treaments for cancer. 

Robert Lloyd                                                                                                                                            
Chairman, The V Foundation                                                                                                                           
Co-Founder, V Foundation Wine Celebration
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Li Chai, M.D.
Gao Chong, M.D., Ph.D.
Brigham & Women’s Hospital
Boston, MA

Target Leukemic Stem Cell Factor in MDS/AML

Ravi Bhatia, M.D.
Smita Bhatia, M.D., M.P.H.
City of Hope Comprehensive Cancer Center
Duarte, CA

Molecular Pathogenesis of Therapy-Related Myelodysplasia

“That is my birthday wish… that you 
all find the strength within yourselves to push forward and have people in 
your lives who will be there to love you through it.”  - Robin RobeRts

Two Fund A Need grants of $600K each were awarded in 
Robin Roberts’ name to the following:

Robin Roberts’ Journey: My First Birthday

Robin Roberts 
celebrated her 
“first birthday” 
since her bone 
marrow trans-
plant as though 
it were her real 
birthday, Friday, 
September 20th 
on Good Morn-
ing America 
— with cake and 
well-wishes from 
fans and friends. 
“I learned when 
I was first diag-
nosed with MDS 
that many in the 

transplant community consider the anniversary of their 
bone marrow transplant to be their new birthday. Well, 
I’m ecstatic to share with you all that I turn one year old 
today! It’s been exactly one year to the day since my blessed 
big sister, Sally-Ann, gave me the life-saving gift of a bone 
marrow transplant.” 

V Foundation Chairman Robert Lloyd introduced Robin 
Roberts, who attended the  V Wine Celebration event 
remotely, addressing the guests by video. “I remember 
last year, and it was just weeks before I was going to have 
my transplant. I felt the love. It boosted my spirit.” She 
thanked the audience and reminded everyone, “We need 
more money for research. As my momma used to say: 
‘Good Lord willing and the creek don’t rise,’ I will be 
there with you next year.” Bidders honored Roberts by 
uniting to donate $1.2 million to MDS research. More 
than 130 guests donated to the Fund A Need, with Michael 
& Carole Marks and Larry & Nancy Probst kicking it off 
with generous pledges.



- Robin RobeRts

Robin Roberts’ Journey: My First Birthday
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Pengbo Zhou, Ph.D.
Leonard Salta, M.D. 
Yao-Tseng Chen, M.D., Ph.D.
Weill Cornell Medical College
New York, NY
Funded in Honor of Steve Bornstein
Ubiquitin Ligase as a Novel Diagnostic Marker 

and Therapeutic Target for Colorectal Cancer

Steve Bornstein, president and CEO of 
the NFL Network and former president 
and CEO of ESPN, was honored by fellow 
board member and V Foundation Wine 
Celebration co-founder Julie Allegro. 
“It’s a perfect night to recognize what we 
call ‘the man with the idea’,” said Allegro. 
“ESPN has a force: it’s called The Jimmy V 
Committee. The employees are so dedicat-
ed, and all of that stems back to Steve and 
his commitment.” 

Bornstein lost his brother, mother and 
father to cancer over a 14-month period 
20 years ago. During that time, he read an 
article in Sports Illustrated about Jim Val-
vano, his friend and colleague, and Jim’s 
own battle with cancer. Bornstein sug-
gested to Valvano that they start a charity to 
fight cancer. “Jimmy said we’re not going 
to fight cancer, we’re going to cure can-
cer,” said Bornstein. “He insisted that we 
fund research.” 
Bornstein was presented with a tribute 
book and the announcement of a trans-
lational grant in his name to honor his 
brother, mother and father. “If Jim 
Valvano were here tonight, he would say, 

thank you, my friend, for giving me that comfort, that 
magnificent gift of knowing my life would matter,” said 
Allegro in recognizing Bornstein.

Steve Bornstein: The Man with the Idea
 “Jimmy said we’re not going to fight cancer, we’re going to cure 

cancer. He insisted that we fund research.” - steVe boRnstein

With the winning ticket in the “Choose Your Porsche” raffle, longtime V sup-
porters Cyril and Blakesley Chappellet garnered $100,000 to spend on their 
choice of a 2013 Porsche 911 Carrera, Porsche Cayenne or a Porsche Panamera, 
generously donated by Launny & Weezie Steffens. The Chappellets will soon 
enjoy stylish outings in the brand’s super-SUV, the Porsche Cayenne Turbo.

Chappellets, Connie Skidmore, 
Pam Valvano Strasser, Bob Lloyd

“We are honored to be at this incredible weekend event 
with so many dedicated and generous people.” 

A Splendid Day for Chappellet

- blakesley Chappellet
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Kris C. Wood, Ph.D.
Duke Cancer Institute
Durham, NC
2013 V Foundation Wine Celebration Volunteer Grant 
in Honor of John and Anne sachs
Systematic Identification of Combination Therapies Targeting the Breast 

Cancer Microenvironment

John and Anne Sachs have been vital volunteer team leaders for the 
V Foundation Wine Celebration year after year since 2000. John, 
married 42-years to his lovely wife, Anne, first became aware of 
Coach Valvano during NC State’s improbable run through the NCAA 
Tournament. “Watching Jimmy V run around the court looking for 
someone to share his team’s victory with is something I’ll never forget. 
There was so much joy in that moment. It was more than the celebra-
tion of a championship—it was a celebration of life. Then hearing 
Coach Valvano’s speech at the ESPYS inspired me to volunteer and 
try to match the strength of those who do battle with cancer and those 
dedicated to finding cures.” 
Anne, a two-time cancer survivor, feels she has been so fortunate in 

life. Having the chance to give back is one facet of 
being so lucky, “The V Foundation is an excep-
tional ‘job’ and my chance to work together with a 
world-class organization that benefits thousands, 
with a goal that gives credit to many of us who fight 
against cancer.” 

Volunteer Grant: In honor of John & Anne Sachs

Christophe Georges, president and COO of Bentley Motors America, 
said Bentley is proud to partner with The V Foundation. It is the only 
organization in the Americas that Bentley supports on a continuous 
basis because of The V Foundation’s commitment, transparency, heart 
and dedication. “This is why you can continue to count on us,” he said. 
This is the third year Bentley has partnered with the V Wine Celebra-
tion, transporting distinguished luxury to the series of V events.

Bentley: Ultimate Expression of Passion

“If You Laugh, You Think, and You Cry, 
That’s a Full Day. That’s a Heck of a Day. 
You Do That Seven Days a Week, You’re Going to Have Something Special.”

- JiM ValVano
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Julie Allegro, Jadine Garcia, John & Anne Sachs

Christophe Georges



Bentley: Ultimate Expression of Passion

- JiM ValVano

Generosity paid off for top bidders Evan and Cindy 
Goldberg. In addition to their significant $5 mil-
lion pledge, and their support of the Fund A Need, 
they walked away with four auction lots. Auctioneer 
David Reynolds kept the bidding lively through all 
36 lots, including travel experiences in the Ba-
hamas, New Orleans, Miami and Anguilla, and a 
never-before-offered vertical featuring 30 vintages 
of Grace Family Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon. 

Befitting the foundation’s origins, sports enthusiasts 
found a variety of enticing lots, among them the op-
portunity to attend the Duke Blue Devils vs. the Uni-
versity of North Carolina Tar Heels, the ESPYS, the 
Dick Vitale Gala, Super Bowl XLVIII and the 2013 
Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia. In addition to their 
generous pledge to the Fund A Need, Gus and Linda 
Doppes won lot #10, introduced by special guest Olym-
pic snowboarder Louie Vito, to the Winter Olympics in 

Sochi, Russia, as well as an adventure in Wisconsin 
with Beth Nickel and chef Holly Peterson. John 
and Sandra Thompson generously raised their 
paddle for the Fund A Need and will also be going 
to the set of Good Morning America with Robin 
Roberts. Olympic figure skater and cooking show 
host Brian Boitano introduced his lot; Jim and 
Gretchen Mair will enjoy a meal at Boitano’s home 
in San Francisco. Doug and Jill Schatz took home 
the rare 30-vintage Grace Family vertical.

AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS
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Chris Mason

Beth Nickel and Holly Peterson

Cindy & Evan Goldberg
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176 Main Street, Suite D

St. Helena, CA 94574
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You’re Invited!
All Stars of Cancer Research

Join us for an exclusive presentation by leading experts in cancer 

research from Stanford and UCSF Medical Centers. Featured wines 

from Dalla Valle Vineyards, Pride Mountain Vineyards, Far Niente, 

TwentyFour Wines, and Vineyard 7&8, paired with hors d’oeuvres 

from Madera Restaurant, make this an event you won’t want to miss!

 

December 2, 2013
Jane Brovelli 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
jane@winecelebration.com

6:00-8:30 PM

Rosewood Sand Hill
2825 Sand Hill Road
Menlo Park

Please R.S.V.P. to: 
Jadine@winecelebration.com

 
Max Duley 

AUCTION & COMMUNITY  

OUTREACH DIRECTOR 
max@winecelebration.com 

Jadine Garcia 
OFFICE MANAGER   

AUCTION COORDINATOR 
jadine@winecelebration.com 

Stephanie Bunch 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

steph@winecelebration.com

The V Foundation                            
Wine Celebration 


