
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 S a v e  t h e  D a t e

 August 6-9

 2015

continued on page 2  

celebr ating se venteen ye ars in napa valle y • spring 2015

Catching Up with Coach 1K:
1000 Wins  and  Counting          

uke Coach Mike Krzyzewski became the first NCAA      
Division I Men’s Basketball Coach to reach 1,000 career wins 
when the Blue Devils defeated St. John’s 77-68 at Madison 
Square Garden.  
 For 40 years, at two schools, during 12 Final Fours and 
five NCAA championships, and now through 1,000 wins, 
Mike Krzyzewski has walked that walk. He has done his best to 
take every step the same way. Despite all he has accomplished 
as the head coach at Army and Duke, he is still the same West 
Point cadet who piloted his team as point guard under Bob 
Knight.
 When Coach K won his first national championship, 
the only freshman who received serious playing time was 
Grant Hill. When Coach K won his fifth national title, 60 of 
Duke’s 68 points were scored by freshmen, setting a record 
for most freshmen-combined points in a title game. But this 
moment was about much more than just another trophy for 
one of the most decorated basketball programs. This moment 
was about crowning a new king of college basketball. That 
man is Mike Krzyzewski, the greatest college basketball coach 
of all time.
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 a message from the 
chairman emeritus

Bob Lloyd is the Chairman 

Emeritus of The V Foundation 

and a co-founder of the V 

Foundation Wine Celebration 

in Napa Valley. Bob and 

Jimmy V were college 

roommates and teammates; 

it was Bob who promised Jim 

that The V Foundation would 

succeed and be instrumental 

in finding cures for cancer.

“In leadership, there is no word more important than trust. 
In any organization, trust must be developed among every 
member of the team if success is going to be achieved.”

Dear Friends,
 
It’s hard to believe that this August’s 
V Wine Celebration will be our 17th! 
After all these years, it’s probably 
fitting to reminisce about how this 
journey began. 

In 1998 at a V Foundation Board 
meeting, Jim Allegro announced 
that his daughter, Julie, had an idea 
to raise money for cancer research 
by doing a wine event in the Napa 
Valley. The concept sounded great, 
so we put together an advisory group 
comprised of Tracy Orourke, Mark 
Larwood, Larry Probst, Mike Clair, 
and Steve Lavaute. 

Julie, Kay, and I met at Steve’s office 
in Silicon Valley. Jim always liked 
to celebrate the many things in his 
life and enjoyed a good party, so the      
V Foundation Wine Celebration   
was born.  



We are so privileged to have Coach K 
and his wife Mickie 
as our hosts 
of the 2015 V 
Wine Celebration!

coach k: by the numbers

Olympic Gold Medals
FIBA World Championship Gold Medals
National Championships
National Coach of the Year Awards
ACC Regular Season Championships
ACC Tournament Championships
All-American Players
NCAA Tournament Victories
College Basketball Career Wins…
              and Counting!

2
2
5
8
12
13
28
82

1000
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  Chairman Emeritus Message continued from cover:

Julie Allegro spent tireless hours in the Napa Valley, meeting 
with vintners, and telling the V story. Without her efforts, 
there would be no V Foundation Wine Celebration today. 
Julie is a member of the V Foundation Board and Co-Chair 
and Co-Founder of the V Foundation Wine Celebration; 
her commitment to the event continues to this day.

Another key to the success of the V Wine Celebration has 
been the tremendous support we receive from the vintner 
community in Napa Valley. It’s impossible to have a wine 
event without wine! The vintners have embraced the V 
Foundation and made us one of the top charitable wine auc-
tions in the country. In particular, the generosity from Beth 
Nickel and the partners at Nickel & Nickel and Far Niente 
has been instrumental in the success of our annual auction 
gala.

We have a small team in our Napa office headed up by Jane 
Brovelli, our Executive Director. Max Duley, Auction & 
Community Outreach Director; Sasha Ekstrom, Office 
Manager; Mia Lee, Administrative Assistant; and Amanda 
Schroeder, Guest Relations Coordinator, round out the 
V team. It’s been amazing to us all what a fantastic job this 
dedicated, professional team does each year. Handling a 
series of events, the attendance of nearly 500 people, over 
300 donors, vendors and sponsors, and 100 volunteers, 
in addition to all the details that go along with making sure 
everything comes off smoothly, is no easy task.

We’d also like to acknowledge our dedicated volunteer team, 
many of whom are cancer survivors, who donate their time 
to assist us in providing our attendees with a great weekend. 
When you see the volunteers in their V shirts, say hello and 
thank them for all that they do to make the V weekend enjoy-
able for everyone.
 
The last thank you is to YOU, our generous supporters, 
donors and attendees of the event. By being a part of the V 
Wine Celebration, you are making a difference in the fight 
against cancer. 

Many times I’ve been told what a great gift I’ve given my 
former roommate, teammate, and friend, Jim Valvano, by 
serving as Chairman of The V Foundation for over 20 years. 
My response is a simple one, but true. I believe Kay and I are 
the ones who have received the best gift! 

We are looking forward to making new friends and seeing all 
of the great friends we’ve made over the years at the V Wine 
Celebration August 6-9, 2015!
 
Best Regards,

Robert Lloyd 
Chairman Emeritus, The V Foundation 
Co-Founder, V Foundation Wine Celebration

“Don’t Give Up . . . Don’t Ever Give Up!”®
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We are so privileged to have Coach K 
and his wife Mickie 
as our hosts 
of the 2015 V 
Wine Celebration!

FUND A NEED: PEDIATRIC BRAIN CANCER RESEARCH
“It may save my children’s life. It may save someone you love.”  - Jimmy V

 
This year, more than 15,000 children will be newly diagnosed with cancer in the U.S. 

The good news is that cure rates for most pediatric cancers have improved dramatically over 
the last 30 years. However, cancer is the leading cause of death by disease in children—

more than asthma, cystic fibrosis, diabetes, and pediatric AIDS combined.

$6 Million Dollar Grant for Pediatric Cancer Research
An unprecedented $3 million dollar match-challenge will be the focus of our Fund A Need. 100% of the 
donations will be awarded to pediatric brain cancer research. This grant will fund a convergence approach to 
pediatric brain cancer research, including asking researchers in other fields to apply their learnings to brain 
cancer in children. The focus will be research that can quickly help us find new ways to treat the deadliest of 
children’s brain cancers so that we can save lives. Last year’s Vintner Grant Awardee, Dr. Sabine Mueller of 
UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital, will lead multi-center clinical initiatives within this grant, thereby bring-
ing to the table expertise from other specialists and multiple major cancer centers. All of the proposals will be 
reviewed by a specialty group of The V Foundation’s stellar Scientific Advisory Committee, and progress will 
be reported annually. 

Cancer won’t be defeated easily. The best approach is a collaboration of multiple institutions
and support from generous donors like you. Be a part of an unstoppable team. 

Join us…because kids can’t fight cancer alone!

Children with diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma—a specific 
brain tumor type—continue to have a dismal prognosis and 
most children die from this disease within months from di-
agnosis.  Despite multiple national clinical trials, no change 
in outcome has been achieved over the last several decades. 
Two potential reasons why we 
have not made any progress in 
this disease are a) treatment is not 
matched to each child’s individual 
tumor characteristics and b) due 
to the presence of a tight blood-brain barrier, medications 
given either by mouth or vein are not getting in sufficient 
enough concentrations to the tumor. To address these is-
sues we are currently conducting a clinical trial through the 
Pacific Neuro-Oncology Consortium (www.pnoc.us). In this 

trial we will profile each child’s tumor with state-of-the-art, 
next generation sequencing and determine a treatment plan 
based on the specific characteristics of the tumor. A special-
ized tumor board that consists of several neuro-oncologists, 
pharmacologists and researchers with an expertise in next-

generation sequencing meet 
and discuss the results and 
determine a specialized treat-
ment plan, which consists of up 
to four FDA approved drugs. 

Specific attention is being paid to the drug brain penetration 
of recommended drugs. Correlative aims of this feasibility 
study are to develop patient derived mouse models as well as 
to test if tumor-specific DNA can be detected in blood and 
be used as a marker for clinical response.

  
  Sabine Mueller, MD, PhD

  UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital

  2014 Vintner Grant in Honor of Naoko Dalla Valle 
  and in Memory of Shunsuke Yamamoto 

PEDIATRIC DIFFUSE INSTRINSIC PONTINE GLIOMAS (DIPGS): 
DEVELOPING A PRECISION MEDICINE APPROACH FOR CHILDREN WITH DIPG



On January 5, 
2012, Elaine woke 
with excruciating 
abdominal and 
back pain. Finally, 
after the pain had 
subsided a bit, 
she went to the 
Emergency Room 
at the St Helena 
Hospital, know-
ing that she wasn’t 
going home 
anytime soon. 
She spent the next 
two days in the 

hospital where several diagnostic tests were inconclusive. 
Confirmation required an ultrasound which needed to 
be conducted at another hospital. Doctors at St. Helena 
Hospital conferred with their colleagues at CPMC, San 
Francisco, and an endoscopic ultrasound was sched-
uled. The endoscopy confirmed everyone’s worst fears: 
Elaine was diagnosed with a large cancerous tumor on 
her pancreas.

On January 18, 2012, Elaine underwent a pancreato-
duodenectomy—commonly referred to as a Whipple 
Surgery, named after the doctor who perfected the 
procedure. This complex operation to remove the head 
of the pancreas left Elaine in the hospital recovering 
and being closely monitored for the next 10 days as she 
awaited reports on her tumor and lymph nodes that 
were removed.  
  

The pathology reports came in: the lymph nodes were 
not infected, and the doctors felt that they had removed 
the tumor with “good, clean margins.” Elaine’s cancer 
was diagnosed as Stage 2 Pancreatic Cancer; the second 
round of the fight was about to begin. 

After weighing all of the options available, Elaine chose 
to have her follow-up treatments administered close 
to home at the Martin-O’Neil Cancer Center at the 
St Helena Hospital. The quality and compassion of 
all members of the medical staff, and the ability to be 
close to the comforts of home and the support of her 
loved ones and friends all contributed to this decision. 
She began her Gemcitabine chemotherapy treatment 
in February of 2012, and her blood counts remained 
strong enough so that she could make every single one 
of her scheduled treatments—3 weeks on, one week 
off—from February through October. As an added 
weapon, radiation treatment was also advised by the 
doctors. She began her 28-day radiation program with 
concurrent chemotherapy treatment in June, and wore 
an infusional device which streamed 5-Flourouracil 
chemo into her, 24 hours per day, 7 days a week, for 
28 days. Elaine found it ironic that as a member of the 
SH Hospital Foundation, she had spent so much time 
and energy raising funds for the Martin-O’Neil Cancer 
Center—and then became a patient there. 

Today, it has been 3+ years since the initial diagnosis. 
Elaine’s follow-up routine consists of CT scans every 6 
months and blood tests every 3 months, all completed 
at the Martin-O’Neil Cancer Center at the St. Helena 
Hospital. 

Elaine & Rick Jones                                                                                                                                      
The V Foundation’s Vintner Grant Honorees 2015

The V Foundation-funded Martin-O’Neil Cancer Center at 
the St. Helena Hospital focuses on complete, wholeperson 
care. The state-of-the-art center offers a full spectrum of 
cancer treatment services in a 12,500-square-foot facility.  
The goal is to ensure that all of your physical, emotional 
and spiritual needs are met.  Your dedicated team includes 
board-certified Medical, Radiation and Surgical Oncolo-
gists, Oncology-certified nurses, registered radiation therapists, a patient experience team, 
experts in nutrition, integrative health and emotional and spiritual support. Since it opened 
in November 2009, 3,290 cancer patients have been seen at the Martin-O’Neil Cancer Center, with 
an average of 447 new patients each year.
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5:30pm - 9:30pmB CELLARS
Envision a winery that pays homage 
to the true character of the Napa 
Valley. Experience the perfect pair-
ing while dining in the cave with Kirk 
Venge, one of the Top 20 “Best New 
Winemakers in the World.
Hosted by Co-Founders Jim Borsack 
and Duffy Keys

JOSEPH PHELPS VINEYARDS

Gain exclusive access to Insignia at the spectacular, newly 
renovated Guest Center at Joseph Phelps Vineyards, gra-
ciously hosted by a Napa Valley legend. Enjoy a superb 
dinner by Chef Victor Scargle, flawlessly paired with award-
winning wines. Hosted by Bill & Andrea Phelps

RAYMOND VINEYARDS

Discover the timeless, contemporary 
Crystal Cellar, where a decadent din-
ner prepared by Chef Michel Cornu 
will be designed to complement the 
beautifully crafted Napa Valley wines. 
Hosted by Proprietors Jean-Charles 
Boisset & Gina Gallo

6:00pm - 10:00pm

HUMANITARIAN & FOUNDERS DINNER AT CASA PIENA WINERY  
– MEMBER INVITATION

Guests will be treated to an extraordinary dinner, complemented by the fabulous Casa Piena wines: pairing the robust 
opulence of Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon with the graceful sophis-
tication of a great Bordeaux, produced by Thomas Rivers Brown, 2010 
“Winemaker of the Year.”Hosted by Gail & Carmen Policy

9:30pm - 1:30am
CLUB RED AT RAYMOND VINEYARDS

After Hours Dancing and Wine Lounge. Join us for the newest V event!

“LET’S GET IT STARTED” FRIDAY NIGHT PARTY
s h owcas ing  THE ALL-STARS OF CANCER RESEARCH
6:30pm - 11:30pm

PRESIDENTS CLUB & 
VINTNER GRANT HONOREE LUNCHEON – MEMBER INVITATION

Sponsor ed  by  Ben t l ey  Motor s12:00pm - 2:30pm

MEMBER INVITATION
For more information on the Giving Club, please call The V Foundation: 919-380-9505.

FAMED RESTAURATEURS AND CHEFS
Interact with the region’s top chefs and 
culinary professionals 

WINE COUNTRY’S PREEMINENT VINTNERS
Enjoy prized varietals from world-re-
nowned winemakers

CONNOISSEUR WINE AUCTION
Bid on one-of-a-kind, custom-created  
wine blends from celebrated winemakers 

DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY
Project M will thrill the crowd with old 
school R & B, Funk, and Rock & Roll

SILVER OAK CELLARS

Raise a glass and experience an epicurean feast prepared by 
Chef Dominic Orsini paired with exceptional and extensively 
aged Cabernet Sauvignon wines. 
Hosted by the Stellar Silver Oak Winemaking Team
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HALL WINERY
Enjoy the sweeping views of HALL vineyards and the Mayacamas mountain range 
as you dine on The Great Lawn and sip and savor top-rated wines.
Hosted by Craig & Kathryn Hall

EXCLUSIVE THURSDAY NIGHT WINERY DINNERS
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SPARKLING SEND OFF

SUPER SILENT AUCTION 
HORS D’ OEUVRES RECEPTION

SHOWCASE AUCTION

GALA DINNER & PROGRAM

LIVE AUCTION

PRIVATE CONCERT PERFORMANCE

AFTER HOURS PARTY

4:00pm - 5:00pm   Nickel & Nickel Barrel Chai

CANCER RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

INNOVATORS & ICONS MARKETPLACE

9:30am - 11:30am   Historic Barrel Room, V Marketplace
The Scientific Advisory Committee doctors and researchers discuss current 
advances and discoveries into clinical applications, new diagnostics and 
alternative treatments for cancer. Includes Q&A session. This enlightening 
symposium is open to the public.

12:00pm - 2:30pm   Villagio Harvest Patio and Lobby
Guests can sample elite and legendary wines with a fusion of edibles from 
local purveyors without having to leave the hotel!

3:30pm - 4:00pm   Historic Barrel Room Lawn
Sponsored by Schramsberg

Featuring McCall Associates President and “Master Chef of America”        
Lucas Schoemaker and Executive Chef Josip Martinovi

5:00pm - 6:00pm   Fountain Courtyard at Nickel & Nickel

6:00pm   Nickel & Nickel Winery, Oakville

7:30pm  

9:30pm   Huey Lewis & The News

Back by popular demand, Huey Lewis & The News will per-
form their contagious brand of Grammy Award-winning music.

11:00pm - 2:00am   Villagio Inn & Spa Lobby

Hit the dance floor with DJ JT & Eddie McGee

Huey Lewis and The News are truly one of America’s great rock & roll bands. As 
they enter their 36th year together, their contagious brand of music has outlasted 
countless trends, and is as fresh today as ever. These Grammy Award winners have 
written and performed such classic Top Ten Hits as “Heart of Rock & Roll”, “Stuck 
With You”, “I Want A New Drug”, “If This Is It”, “Hip To Be Square” “Do You Believe 
In Love, “Workin’ For A Livin”, “The Power of Love” and “Back in Time.” 
There is something extra special about a Huey Lewis & The News live show, where 
they incorporate a variety of musical influences including R&B and soul to create 
their own unique sound filled with energy!
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SHOWCASE AUCTION

GALA DINNER & PROGRAM

LIVE AUCTION

PRIVATE CONCERT PERFORMANCE

AFTER HOURS PARTY

AUCTION LOTS PREV IEW

7

Elegance. Opulence. Luxury. Once-in-a-Lifetime Experiences. 
A high seas adventure aboard the Duncan family’s private 122-foot 
yacht. Weeklong stays in stunning vacation villas around the world. 
Premier sporting events with VIP access: the 50th Anniversary 
Super Bowl or a golfing experience with 7-time LPGA Champion 
Cristie Kerr. The Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance with Bentley 
Motors. An ultimate culinary exploration with Celebrity Chef Emeril 
Lagasse and PRIDE Mountain Vineyards in New Orleans. 

And these are just the beginning! 

  

• Funds research for all types of cancer 

• 100% of direct cash donations are used 
to fund cancer research 

• Has awarded more than $130 million in 
research grants, which has leveraged  
more than $1 billion in additional 
funding 

• The V Foundation has awarded grants 
to 120+ institutions nationwide, fund-
ing over 500 cancer research grants

• The most recognized and reputable U.S. 
cancer hospitals have been recipients  
of grants from The V Foundation as a 
result of their promising research and  
outstanding scientists 

• Awards grants through a highly com-
petitive process supervised by the V 
Foundation’s world-class Scientific 
Advisory Committee 

• Four Star (out of four) Charity Rating 
from Charity Navigator

THE V FOUNDATION FOR CANCER RESEARCH  
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Mission stateMent 
the v foundation is a charitable 
organization dedicated to saving 
lives by helping to find a cure for 
cancer. the v foundation seeks to 
make a difference by generating 
broad-based support for cancer 
research by creating an urgent 
awareness among all americans 
of the importance of the war 
against cancer. the v foundation 
performs these dual roles 
through advocacy, education, 
fundraising and philanthropy.

100% 
of the net proceeds from events 
support all the work 
of the v foundation.
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